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Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee 
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1 July 2019 
 
 
Dear Joan, 
 
 
In accordance with the Written Agreement on Inter-Governmental Relations between the 
Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, I am writing to inform you of the Scottish 
Government’s contribution to the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe (JMC(E)) which was 
held on Thursday 13 June 2019.   
 
During the meeting, I raised the following priorities: 
 

 EU proposal to end seasonal clock changes;  
 UK’s approach to the June European Council agenda;  
 Ongoing EU business during the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU (July to 

December 2019) 
 
Regarding the EU proposal to end seasonal clock changes, I highlighted that the Scottish 
Government’s established position has long been, and remains, that there is no substantive 
economic or social case for any change to the existing arrangements, or for different time-
zones within the UK. I noted that the effects of this proposal would be more pronounced in 
Scotland given the greater extremes in the extent of its daylight hours; and would especially be 
felt by the farming community, outdoor workers and rural businesses in general. I also warned 
about the particular risk of divergence of time zones between Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland and noted that this will be a concern regardless of the UK’s exit from the 
EU. I called on the UK Government to work with all the devolved administrations to improve 
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and update the evidence base across the UK and work towards a shared and equitable policy 
position.   
 
On the UK’s priorities for the June European Council, I began my intervention by seeking clarity 
on the UK Government’s position on the nomination of EU’s top jobs. I also took the opportunity 
to repeat the call by the Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional 
Relations for the UK Government to hold a full inquiry to find out why many of our fellow EU 
citizens were denied the right to vote in the European elections.  
 
I welcomed that climate change, and how the EU responds to the global climate emergency, 
was going to be discussed at Council. I highlighted the ambitious work that we as a 
government are taking in this area and asked for the UK to recognise this during the Council 
meeting itself. Regarding the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), as we are still left in the 
dark about the UK’s future participation in individual EU funding programmes – such as 
Erasmus+ and Horizon Europe - I asked for further detail on the UK Government’s approach to 
considering future participation in programmes such as these. I also highlighted my 
disappointment that we still await further clarity regarding the UK’s Shared Prosperity Fund. 
 
During discussions on on-going EU business during the upcoming Finnish Presidency of the 
Council of the EU, I welcomed the overall priorities of the Presidency, noting that they are 
progressive and align closely in a number of ways with our own. We fully support the aim of 
promoting sustainable growth across the EU and of pushing for more ambitious action on 
climate change. I highlighted that cyber security and resilience is fundamental to Scotland’s 
ambitions as a digital nation and I therefore expressed support for the Presidency priority to 
enhance the work being done at the EU level to bring consistency to approaches to cyber 
security across member states. I also repeated that it is crucial that the UK maximises its 
influence over the negotiations and timely conclusion of the next MFF, which is another priority 
for the Finnish Presidency. 
 
The next European Council is scheduled to take place on 17 and 18 October 2019. No date 
has yet been set for the next meeting of the JMC(E), however I will, as always, write to inform 
you once an agenda and date have been confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben Macpherson MSP 
Minister for Europe, Migration and International Development 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

